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Book Reviews 107 


American already had his figure of light-fisted, smooth-talking ped- 
dlar, the Yankee. 

The author has subsequent sections of somewhat less importance, 
which consist more of catalogues of mentions of the Jew in folklore 
than anything else. These he has reasonably categorized in such 
chapters as ‘Rich As the Jew,” ‘“Nicknaming the Jew,” “The Con- 
vertible Jew: Folklore in Conversion” and so on. 

Though by no means an exhaustive study of the image of the 
Jew in American popular imagination, this book is a real contribution 
toward the possibility of one in the future. 


University of Texas Roger D. Abrahams 
Austin, Texas 


PERIODICAL LITERATURE 


Oregon Folklore Bulletin. Published at Eugene, Oregon, by the De- 
partment of English, University of Oregon, for The Oregon Folklore 
Society. Vol. I, No. 1 (May, 1961). Pp. 6; No. 2 (Fall, 1961). Pp. 8. 
Mimeographed. 


Recent revival of the Oregon Folklore Society has resulted in the 
publication of Oregon Folklore Bulletin. The founders hope that 
OFB may eventually become their regular journal and perhaps one 
for the whole Northwest; at present the project is underwritten by 
the English Department of the University of Oregon. The first two 
numbers were concerned largely with local organizational matters, 
but folklorists will want to write to the editor, J. Barre Toelken, 105E 
Friendly Hall, U. of O., to get on the mailing list while the journal 
is a-borning and still free of charge. 

Number 1 of OFB inaugurated the new Northwest research with 
a query about whether the tale of the cement-truck driver’s revenge 
(fills wife’s lover’s car with concrete) exists in Oregon. In Number 2 
the editor reports “a plethora of versions mailed from all over the 
country,’ and he promises a later summary of these texts and a dis- 
cussion of their variations. Number 2 also contains further queries, 
a book review, the first installment of a Northwest bibliography, and 
a note by the editor on “The Children in the (Northwest) Wood”?-— 
1.e. “Babes in the Woods.” In the latter piece there is an unacknowl- 
edged paraphrase—perhaps coincidental—of Tristram P. Coffin’s 
phrase “emotional core” (“ ‘Mary Hamilton’ and the Anglo-American 
Ballad as an Art Form,” JAF, LXX [1957]), 209). Toelken writes 
of “the core of the poem—its emotional essence” (page 5). His 
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analysis of the ballad amounts to roughly the same as Laws’ statement 
about it: “A three stanza lament on the fate of the children... 
is widely known in American tradition, but the long ballad is rarely 
met with” (American Balladry from British Broadsides, pp. 290-291). 

The revival of folklore activity in Oregon is further evidenced 
in the plan to include a folklore section in each issue of Northwest 
Review, a literary quarterly also published at the University of Oregon. 
The first of these sections was a group of ten ballad texts collected 
in the Northwest by Mr. Toelken (VWR, V:1 [Winter, 1962] 9-18). 


University of Idaho Jan Harold Brunvand 
Moscow, Idaho 


Folklore Series. Edited by Hazel Spencer Phillips. (Lebanon, 
Ohio: The Warren County Historical Society.) 


Hazel Phillips, director of the Warren County Historical Society 
museum, has created this series of “folklore publications” for the pur- 
pose of preserving anecdotes and miscellaneous local curiosities. She 
is to be commended for evoking the community’s interest in things 
germane to Lebanon and Warren County. She is also to be com- 
mended for giving us well-written stories in a pleasant format. How- 
ever, the designation “folklore” has been used quite liberally, for 
although there are anecdotes here that are most certainly a part of 
folklore, the collection relies heavily on a miscellany of other kinds 
of material, for example old newspaper articles. As folklorists, you 
will want to be alerted to this fact, but as curious readers, you will 
be delighted with the stories. 

The series, which is to be continued, includes the following titles, 
all under the authorship of Mrs. Phillips: 


Horse Tales. No. 1. 

Ghost in the Academy. No. 2. 

The Day the Reservoir Broke. No. 3. 
The Cat that Dyed her Kitten. No. 4. 
Omens and Spirits. No. 5. 

Interesting Firsts. No. 6. 

Hats by Stetson. No. 7. 

Dead and Gone. No. 8. 

Invincible Gambler. No. 9. 

Baby in the River. No. 10. 


Cleveland, Ohio Ellen Margolis 
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